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The Minister,  
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment. 
 
Honourable Barbara Creecy 
 
Per Email:   c/o: fshaik@environment.co.za 
Cc: Mr Khorombi Matibe (Chief Director – Biodiversity Economy & Sustainable Use) 
KMatibe@environment.gov.za 
 
 
Dear Minister, Creecy, 
 
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SUSTAINABLE USE COALITION 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (SUCO-SA) 

 
 
1. While you will be quite familiar with the organisations making up the founding 

membership of the SUCo-SA, from our respective and long-standing relationship 
with your department, we hereby take pride and pleasure in introducing a whole 
new formation, in the form of a coalition of like-minded and resolute 
organisations, under the banner of the Sustainable Use Coalition southern Africa 
(SUCo-SA). 

 
2. SUCo-SA was the result of years of engagement amongst its founders who each 

have very specific constituents active and invested within the greater wildlife 
sector in particular. We recognised in this time, roughly starting with the South 
African hosting of the CITES CoP 17 in 2016, that the natural scheme of things 
which sustains all life is under severe threat from misguided and powerful 
interference from a minority Eurocentric/Western influenced cohort of zealots 
who are determined to alter the natural fabric of life and the life choices of those 
of us who partake of it.  
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3. We also saw that they pose threats way greater than just within the relatively 
small Southern African wildlife sector, and that many other allies for our collective 
cause and concern exist. We chose to collaborate on the creation of a 
meaningful coalition to protect our collective interests, the tried and proven model 
of sustainable utilisation of living natural resources, our values, culture, and 
lifestyles, and thereby, indeed the greater biodiversity that we all rely upon. Thus, 
was born SUCo-SA. 

 
4. Minister, we firmly believe that SUCO-SA will prove to become a valuable, 

staunch and appropriate ally to your department and to the people of this region 
of the globe. We understand in detail what challenges are being brought to bear 
by the era of urbanised and mobilised, yet sadly mis-informed and factually 
compromised, influencers. With respect, we also understand that in a democracy 
all parties have claim to the privilege of stakeholder status, but we relate the old 
tale of the potential partnership between the chicken and the egg in a breakfast 
restaurant. As the pig noted during their discussion, “but I would be fully 
committed whilst you will only have an involvement”.  

 
5. With respect, in SUCo-SA we bring to you the entities who are FULLY 

committed, who have actual “skin in the game”, own the land, own the wildlife, 
pay for the protection, the development, the employment, the transformation and 
the utilisation. But we also acknowledge that right now, due specifically to 
processes unfolding as a consequence of the HLP process, which was initiated 
by your immediate predecessor and largely inherited and implemented by 
yourself early in your portfolio, it may seem that we are at odds at the moment. 
Whatever the outcome, we have firm faith this will pass.  

 
6. Our work as a coalition will be multi-faceted and we remain hopeful that 

specifically within the wildlife sector, the near decade-long efforts to establish the 
Biodiversity Economy Strategy, (as largely built into the implementation plan of 
the biodiversity lab of 2016) and announced by President Ramaphosa in 
Thohoyandou in August 2018 as part of the NDP under the Operation Phakisa 
program, will be the main mechanism of our positive engagement with your 
department.  

 
7. We will also work within the international arena, particularly at CITES and the 

IUCN, and cooperate internationally with the IWMC World Conservation Trust 
(https://www.iwmc.org/). To this end we will support you, and should it prove 
necessary, keep your department true to, the national CBD commitments. We 
will also work in the public sphere on advocating the critical, yet misunderstood 
concept, of sustainable utilisation of living natural resources. 
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8. Minister, we sincerely trust the relationship between your department and SUCo-
SA will prove to be a hearty, healthy and enduring one, long past the time all 
present incumbents have moved on to other roles and places. In closing we have 
pasted here below into this letter the public announcement of our initial formation 
to give further insight into our ethos. We trust you will encourage your team to 
embrace and welcome our initiative towards achieving the mandates of both 
entities. 

 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

_____________ 
 

INTRODUCING THE SUSTAINABLE USE COALITION SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 
The founding members of the Sustainable Use Coalition Southern Africa (SUCo-SA) 
are immensely proud to introduce to the world a whole new organisation, embracing 
a whole new approach to an insidious threat. Modernistic tendencies compounded 
by ignorance and misinformation combine to completely misconstrue what 
Conservation through Sustainable Utilisation really means.  
 
While the plastic curse so devastating to our oceans is starting to be recognised, 
society does not realise that the plastic existence of wealthy, urbanised society who 
have been disconnected from the rural and wild world is even more pervasive and 
potentially devastating. 
 
The unfortunate trend, which began slowly with the Industrial Revolution but has 
especially escalated in these last years of rapid cyber driven lifestyle changes, 
leaves the typical and particularly “western” urbanite totally at odds with the fact that 
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humankind is but just one species on a planet where biodiversity has evolved over 
millennia to be completely integrated. The “Circle of Life”, as so insidiously 
misconstrued in a popular Disney movie, never evolved leaving the human species 
out, but this is exactly what “anti-use”, and particularly animal-rightist doctrine sells 
down the throats of a gullible public.  
 
We are not merely observers of life on this planet, like some wide-eyed kid looking 
into a goldfish bowl. We are, and always were, meant to take our place within the 
circle of life and any move to exclude us from it will have devastating effects not just 
on the biodiversity of the planet, but on the psyche of many millions of us who still 
have the human imperative to BELONG within the natural scheme of things. 
 
SUCo-SA will work wherever and however it must to fulfil our stated cause. This is 
best summed up in the following core statements from our Constitution:  
 
1.1.1 In this document, the term “Sustainable Use ”…means: the wise and responsible use 

of renewable biodiversity and the elements which support it, which does not lead to 
depletion of the resource”. 

 

1.1.2 In recognition of urbanised, industrialised society’s domination of global thinking, 
media and policymaking, the founders of SUCo-SA stand together to ensure that our 
heritage, values, conservation benefits and the wellbeing of all our people derived 
from ongoing sustainable use of renewable natural resources is secure into the 
future. 

 
SUCo-SA will seek to include other like-minded organisations in our coalition within 
the Southern African landscape whether your cause is wildlife, marine resources, 
plants / bioprospecting or community based and traditional use interests. 
 
The combined membership numbers of the founders exceed 70 000 people. The 
proud founding members of SUCo-SA, with elected SUCo-SA Exco members names 
and positions reflected next to the organisation they hail from, are: 
 
Confederation of Hunting Associations of South Africa (CHASA) (Stephen Palos – Vice 
Chair) 
National Hunting and Shooting Associations (Natshoot) (Dr Herman Els – Chair) 
Professional Hunters Association of South Africa (PHASA) (Dries van Coller – Secretary-
General) 
South African Falconry Association (SAFA) 
South African Predators Association (SAPA) 
South African Taxidermy and Tannery Association (SATTA) 
South African Wingshooters Association  
True Green Alliance (TGA) (Ron Thomson – Exco Member) 
Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) 


